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"1948. The Exhibition" shows 
how the State of Israel emerged. 
Documents, images and texts refute 
convinvingly and vividly key points 
of anti-Israel propaganda: land, 
refugees and international law.

Since its premier 2018 in Munich, 
"1948.  The Exhibition" has been 
shown in around 60 different places 
in Germany, among them secondary 
schools, town halls, universities, 
courts, churches, socio-political 
institutions, and NGOs. In 2019, Dr. 
Felix Klein, the Federal Government 
Commissioner for Jewish Life in 
Germany and the Fight against 
Antisemitism, assumed patronage 
of the exhibition.

The feedback among teachers, 
politicians, journalist, clergymen, 
historians and other interested 
groups has been straight positive, if 
not to say euphoric. The exhibition 
assists them in their efforts to 
counter Antisemitism and Israel 
hate in their respective contexts.

„1948. The Exhibition“ has proved 
outstanding performance in 
Germany: as a political corrective, 
fact framing and mobilization for the 
figth against anti-Israel agitation. We 
were able to build a reliable political 
infrastructure with local exhibitors. 

Now, "1948. The Exhibition" is 
available for other countries in a 
slightly adjusted form. Qualified 
organizations will receive a 
comprehensive package consisting 
of all necessary material, the entire 
exhibiton boards readty-to-print, 
trainings and more services.

The rising agitation against Israel 
up to BDS can be effectively 
fought against. If we cooperate 
internationally and locally, 1948. 
The Exhibition“ is one deucational, 
involving and convincing part of this 
fight

Let‘s talk.

Leo Sucharewicz.

Dipl.sc.pol Leo Sucharewicz
Chairman DEIN

Curator 1948. The Exhibition
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„As Federal Government 
Commissioner I know how little is 
known about Jews and Israel and 
how much misinformation is spread 
regularly. This lack of information 
leaves room for the vile Israel-
related Antisemitism, which sadly 
has become too strong in our days 
and which has been straining our 
freedom of speech to the extreme.

That is why I am exceedingly glad 
for the exhibition 1948. It conveys 
well-founded knowledge, informs 
and enlightens and thus makes a 
very effective contribution against 
Antisemitism. I wish the exhibition 
today‘s much needed widespread 
impact.“

paTron

Dr. Felix Klein
Comissioner for Jewish Life in 

Germany and the Fight against 
Antisemitism 

 Patron of "1948. The Exhibition"
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„1948. The Exhibition“ delivers the 
long overdue condensed editing 
and analysis of the founding history 
of the State of Israel. No other era of 
the past decades has been exposed 
to more historical distortion.

From the beginning on, intensive 
information wars were fought in 
Mandate Palestine, obscurring the 
perception of the actual events. 
Also mainstream historiography has 
led to widespread misconceptions. 
One merit of „1948. The Exhibition“ 
is its fundamental historiographic 
research.

Historians, political scientists and 
pundits of the Middle East have 
overseen the making of „1948. 
The Exhibition“: the reviewing 
of sources, documents, visual 
material, authentic correspondences, 
recognized literature and testimony 
of contemporary witnesses. The 
result is an exceptional bouquet of 
facts about the foundation of Israel 
and their weighting.

„1948. The Exhibition“ covers 
tremendous historical context 
ranging from the ancient Jewish 
offsprings in the „Holy Land“ over 
the diaspora, the beginnings and 
exceptional performance of Zionism, 
Arab assaults, and the building a 
fortified Jewish community up to 
the declaration of the State of Israel 
in May, 1948.

Audiences learn why the First Arab-
Israeli War of 1948 / 49 was not 
inevitable. They learn who fueled 
the conflict and why parts of the 
Arab population fought on the 
Israeli side. And they gain a better 
understanding for the challenges 
facing Israel today.

Dr. Oren Osterer

background

Dr. Oren Osterer
Project manager 

designed & distributed by
German NGO DEIN



designed & distributed by
German NGO DEIN

impressions

Bergisch Gladbach, Sep 30, 2020
Vernissage
(c) Samuel Ahren & Ganei Tikva Verein e. V.

Luitpold High-School Munich, Sep 17, 2019 
Vernissage
(c) DEIN e.V.

Mosbach, Feb 04, 2019
Lecture for faculty of the Dual University of Baden-Wuerttemberg
(c) DEIN e.V.

Oskar-von-Miller High-School Munich, Mar 03, 2019 
Vernissage
(c) DEIN e.V.



"A democracy cannot afford historical distrotions. The 
exhibition 1948 is an important corrective. It fills widespread 
half-knowledge, exposes misconceptions and is based on 
historical facts. I wish for many people to visit the exhibition, 
including teachers, journalists and politicians."

Kai Diekmann, Journalist and former editor-in-chief of Germany‘s largest daily newspaper „Bild“,
Chairman „Friends of Yad Vashem in Germany“

"The exhibition 1948 shows an astounigshing level of 
historical in-depth details and facts, which by today have 
been frogotten or willingly concealed. 1948 absolutely has to 
be shown in school and other educational institutions. One 
is immune to unfair media coverage after having seen the 
exhibition."

Michael Engelmeier, General-Secretary German-Israeli SocietyFederal Board of the Social Democratic Party SPD

"As researcher of Antisemitism I am fully aware that the 
modern Antisemitism often tries to delegitimize the founding 
of the State of Israel. The exhibition 1948 counters this with 
facts and a lot of context information. She is outstandingly 
useful in elucidating the formation of  Israel. Especially 
for teachers and students the exhibition should be made 
availabe.“

Prof. Dr. Samuel Salzborn, State of Berlin Commissioner for Antisemitism

„The exhibition 1948 […] goes a long way to correcting 
some of the distortions of history embedded in the traditional 
Palestinian narrative regarding these events.“

Prof. Dr. Benny Morris, Keynote, May 14 2018 on the occasion of the premier of the exhibition
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Reasons for rightfully presenting 
Israel‘s founding history are today 
more urgent than ever before. 
Not only traditional right-wing 
Antisemitism has been spreading 
lies about Israel‘s roots. Left-wing 
antizionist campaigns have by now 
flooded large parts of the Western 
media, university campuses and 
societies as a whole.

„1948. The Exhibiton“ serves as a 
proven and reliable tool to correct 
the most severe misconceptions 
about Israel‘s founding days, 
the hardships and obstacles 
Jewish pioneers and the founding 
generation had to battle and the 
real reasons that led to war in 
1948.

„1948. The Exhibiton“ will provide 
your organization with the chance 
of becoming ambassadors in the 
fight for Israel‘s legitimate right to 
be treated and viewed fairly and fact 
based. Your organization can use 
the exhibition to create dialogue 

points and gain sovereignty over 
the discourse on other related 
issues, such as the status of the 
West Bank and Gaza, the missed 
opportunities by Palestinian 
leaders for comprehensive peace 
and the ongoing campaigns 
against Israel‘s very existence.

„1948. The Exhibiton“ provides 
the unique chance to transfer key 
lessons from Israel‘s founding 
days to today‘s challenges vis-a-
vis the Palestinians and deadly 
enemies like Iran.

At the same time, it can also help 
to explain the wave of acceptance 
that has become reality in parts of 
the Arab world as proven by the 
Abraham Accords.

We will assist organizations around 
the globe with our expertise and 
experience in using the fully 
formatted exhibition exhibition 
for information flow about and 
beyond the history of 1948.

why 1948?
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The year 2023 will mark the 75th 
anniversary of the founding of the 
State of Israel. Thus it will surely 
also mark a year, in which the 
public debate over Israel in general 
will be conducted more intensively 
than at any other point.

"1948. The Exhibition" will be a 
perfect tool to assist you in your 
efforts to excel in the debate and 
to educate the public about the 
historical, political  and human 
context that brought the State of 
Israel into being.

„1948. The Exhibition“ will serve 
as a perfect tool to tackle hot 
topics such as borders, refugees, 
international law and much more.

why now?
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1894 - 1897

“If I forget you, Jerusalem, 
may my right hand forget its skill.”

(Psalm 137)

Zionism: the consequences of historical experience 

Theodor Herzl, 1860 – 1904. Founder of the Zionist 
movement. As a journalist, he reported on the 
smear campaign against Dreyfus in Paris.

The brazen, fabricated and antisemitic accusations 
against captain Dreyfus shook Herzl to the core. 
From then on, he devoted all his energy to building 
the Zionist movement and creating a Jewish state.

2,000 years of exile led to the following conclusions:

“Everywhere we‘ve been, we made an honest effort to adapt ourselves to the peoples around us, preserving only the faith of our 
fathers. But they wouldn‘t let us. In vain have we been loyal, and in some cases enthusiastic patriots; in vain have we sacrifi ced the 
same in wealth and blood as our fellow citizens; in vain have we tried to add to the glory of our fatherlands in the arts and sciences 
and increase its wealth through business and trade. In our fatherlands, where we have lived for centuries, we are decried as aliens.”

Theodor Herzl, “The Jewish State”, 1896.

Two historically important elements are expressed in Psalm 137: the ancient Jewish longing to return 
to Jerusalem and the meaning of Jerusalem for the Jewish soul.

Timing and political environment
The Greek struggle against Ottoman rule 
in the early 19th Century marked the 
beginning of a political megatrend: (largely) 
liberal nationalism. Liberal nationalist ideas 
spread quickly, leading to struggles for 
independence all over Europe: in the Balkans, 
and in Ireland, Norway, Poland, Italy, Belgium 
and Germany. Wars of independence, 
freedom and national self-determination 
elsewhere galvanized the Zionist movement.

Strictly speaking, however, Herzl‘s vision was 
not new.Every now and then throughout 
history, the longing for Zion would drive groups 
of Jews back to their old homeland, Israel. 
Most of those who returned settled in one 
of Israel‘s four religious centers: Jerusalem, 
Hebron, Tiberias and Safed. 

As far back as 1860, Jews made up a 
majority of Jerusalem‘s population.

Zionism strives to create a home in Palestine, secured by public law, for Jews who cannot or do not 
wish to assimilate elsewhere.

From the Basel Program of the First Zionist Congress, 1897.

 � In a world of nation-states, only the creation
  of a national homeland in Israel could lay
  the foundation for a future worth living.

 � This desire was called Zionism.

 � Theodor Herzl was the visionary and the
  engine of this movement. 

 � As a minority group, Jews have always been dependent
  on the arbitrary will of their rulers and the constant threat 
  of persecution by the masses.

 � Only self-determination as a nation on equal footing with
  other nations could put an end to the oppression and
  persecution.

sample board
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Jews and Arabs: 
The forgotten beginning

Today, relations between Jews and Arabs in mandatory Palestine are remembered as being marked by hostility.
The spirit of Jewish-Arab cooperation in Palestine, which lasted until the 1930‘s, has been unjustly forgotten.

The feeling of optimism among Arab intellectuals and women, who hoped 
that the model established by the Jewish population would bring about their 
liberation from Arab feudal society is forgotten today. Tens of thousands of Arabs 
found in Jewish settlements and businesses. 
Palestinian Arabs hoped that their good relations with the Jewish population 
would bring a radical improvement in their meager living conditions: medical 

educational opportunities.

“We consider the Jews as a brotherly people ... without 

as may be 
judged from the fact that the towns inhabited in part 
by Jews such as Jerusalem, Jaffa, Haifa, and Tiberias 
are making steady progress while Nablus, Acre, and 
Nazareth where no Jews reside are steadily declining.”

Hassan Bey Shukri, Mayor of Haifa, 
in a telegram to the British government, July 1921.

This picture from 1922 is virtually unknown: Jordan‘s King Abdullah I 
with his three Jewish bodyguards, the brothers Sayeed, Salaah and 
Saadia Sofer, from Yemen‘s Habani tribe, whose men were known 
for their loyalty and courage. The King trusted them unconditionally.

3 January 1919: manifesto of cooperation.
Faisal, the future King of Iraq, and Weizmann, representing the Zionist 
movement, concluded an agreement which laid down the future 
boundaries of an Arab kingdom and a Jewish state.

Everyday life in Palestine, 1920 - 1930.
Top left: a Jewish shoemaker with an Arab customer.
Top right: Jewish and Arab construction workers in Jerusalem.
Bottom left: Milk from an Arab village on its way to a Jewish village.
Bottom right: A Jewish farmer with Bedouins.

“Palestine‘s resources are still untapped. The Jewish 
immigrants will develop them. Those with knowledge 
know that the land belongs to its original sons. They come 
from Russia, Germany and Austria, Spain and America, 
to return to their holy and beloved land.”

The daily newspaper Al Quibla in Mecca, 23 March 1918.

A Bedouin company of the Israeli 
army marches in the Independence 
Day parade in May 1949.

Faisal and Chaim Weizmann 
embodied the close and promising 
collaboration between Jews and 
Arabs in the years 1920-1930.

Also unknown today is the symbiotic relationship which existed between 
Druze, Bedouins and Jews. Several Bedouin tribes, including the 

Tuba and Al-Heib tribes, fought on the side of the Haganah 
against the radical Mufti‘s militia and defended Jewish villages. In the 
War for Independence, they became part of the Israeli army and fought 
against the Arab invasion on all fronts. The Druze community also joined 
the Haganah and fought on Israel‘s side in the war.

“The Arabs, especially the educated among us, look 
with the deepest sympathy on the Zionist movement. 
... We will wish the Jews a most hearty welcome 
home ... We are working together for a reformed 
and revived Near East, and our two movements 
complete one another. The Jewish movement 
is national and not imperialist. Our movement is 
national and not imperialist, and there is room in 
Syria for us both.”

Faisal, in a letter to Felix Frankfurter, delegate of the 
Zionist Organization, 1919.

sample board
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1947: attack of the Palestinian Arab militias 
2,000 years and an opportunity. 

At the end of the long struggle for survival a war for survival begins.

The UN Partition Resolution on 29 November aroused boundless hopes for the 600,000 Jews in Palestine, many of whom had escaped the Holocaust 
with their last remaining strength. Two years after the end of the Nazi terror, they were faced with a new deadly threat, as the militant rhetoric coming 
from the Arab world became increasingly strident and the overall situation became more menacing:

  

  

  

   

   

The Arab League called for joint military action against the future 
Jewish state and announced that its forces would march into 
Palestine following the British withdrawal.

Great Britain declared that it would not post any troops to defend 
the partition of Palestine, as it supplied weapons to Transjordan, 
Egypt and Iraq, concluded a mutual assistance pact with Iraq and 
moved its troops into the Arab section of Palestine.
 
Egypt moved 17,000 troops into position, backed by 
heavy artillery.

Saudi King Ibn Saud declared, “My last wish is to die at the head 
of my troops in Palestine”.

Syrian Defense Minister Ahmed al Sharabati declared, “The Arabs 
will get into a bloodbath to cleanse themselves”.

In some historical sources, the period between the UN Partition
Resolution on 29 November 1947 and the creation of the State of Israel 
on 14 May 1948 has been erroneously characterized as a civil war.

transportation routes. Among them were mercenaries, former soldiers 
of the German Wehrmacht, the SS and Bosnian Muslim SS units. 
Several hundred smaller Arab village militias also took part in isolated 
local attacks.

Haganah

Mercenary Troop

Army of Holy War

In November 1947, the , among 

supplemented by the  of the Palmach. The Irgun and 
2,500 underground 

.

The weapons available to the Jewish defense forces at the time 

machine guns.

and 
conducted an air force manoeuver.

declared a “struggle for the life 
and death of the entire Arab world”.

march by 100,000 
demonstrators 
Jewish state.

Surroundings of the Arab Higher Committee for Palestine declared, 
“a Jewish state has no chance of survival now that holy war has 
been declared. All Jews will be massacred in the end”.

  

  

  

   

   

Najada Miltia

Futuwa Militia

Arab Liberation Army

A unit of the „Army of 
Holy War,“ recruited 

Mufti of Jerusalem and 
commanded by one of 
his relatives, Abdel Kader 
al Huseini (standing, in 
boots).

A British „Otter“ armored car . Captured by theHaganah in the 
battle for Kibbutz „Mishmar HaEmek.“ The emblem of the militia: an encircled Star of David 
pierced by a curved dagger. 
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„1948. The Exhibiton“ took off with 
full speed. Due to high demand 
we now have three independent 
exhibition sets on tour. All three 
sets were booked out for almost 
two years. Only the Corona crisis 
brought it to a temporary halt.

In the meantime, we brought the 
entire exhibition to a parallel online 
format (www.1948-web.de) - with 
some additional features and online 
functionalities:

� browse all exhibition pictures
 and their captions
� all maps of the exhibiton
� readability through all quotes
� comprehensive glossary 
� downloadable 64-pages booklet
� prove your knowledge at a 1948-quiz
� complete audio guide
� all dates and locations of the 
 exhibition
� order the exhibiton catalogue

The online “1948” exhibition can be 
fully navigated - pictures, quotes, 
maps, the glossary and related 
external links in the www.

As a next step, we plan to produce 
a virtual video tour through the 
exhibition.

1948 online
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DEIN e.V. 
Verein für Demokratie und 
Information
Schoenstrasse 10
D-81543 Munich
Germany
www.dein-ev.net
message@dein-ev.net

Registered NGO
Amtsgericht München
VR 207 337

1948. The Exhibiton online:
www.1948-web.de
For more information and details 
please contact Dr. Oren Osterer:
oren@dein-ev.net
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